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Falling Walls Foundation for Breakthrough Thinking  

 
The Falling Walls Foundation is inspired by the fall of the Berlin Wall on 9 November 1989 and the 
dawn of a new era of freedom. The non-profit foundation promotes breakthrough thinking and builds a 
growing network of leaders from science, business, and the public sector to tackle great challenges 
and make groundbreaking ideas accessible to society.  
 
FALLING WALLS SCIENCE SUMMIT is the leading forum for global science leaders with focus on science 
breakthroughs. The summit takes place every year in Berlin from 7 – 9 November, the anniversary day of 
the fall of the Berlin Wall. This holistic approach of international, interdisciplinary and intersectoral 
discourse is globally unique and attracts leading researchers, CTOs, science strategists, sciences funders, 
and media worldwide. More: www.falling-walls.com  
 
On 7 Nov, the day of competition, Falling Walls Pitches convene the finals of three global competitions: 
Falling Walls Lab for emerging talents, Falling Walls Venture for science start-ups, and Falling Walls 
Engage for science engagement and communication. 
On 8 Nov, the day of discourse, Falling Walls Circle focuses on grand challenges and foresight. Global 
science leaders gather at Falling Walls Circle Tables to map out innovative strategies. At the topical 
Breakthrough Symposia winners of the Falling Walls Breakthrough of the Year discuss their research. 
On 9 Nov, the day of celebration and inspiration by the most recent science breakthroughs. The Falling 
Walls Science Breakthroughs of the Year are presented by world class researchers awarded by a rigorous 
and distinguished jury in ten categories out of over one thousand nominations from all over the world.  
 
BERLIN SCIENCE WEEK is a ten-day festival in Berlin that allows over 100 academic institutions from all 
over the world to showcase their work, to connect and engage with the local and international science 
community and the public. With thousands of participants every year it is one of the largest science events. 
The Berlin Science Week takes place every year from 1-10 Nov and concludes with the Falling Walls 
Science Summit (7–9 Nov). More: www.berlinscienceweek.com  
 
YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS IN SCIENCE (YES) is an educational programme that encourages PhDs and 
Postdocs of all disciplines to become Sciencepreneurs starting their own business. YES strengthens 
entrepreneurial thinking and promotes entrepreneurial career paths through creative workshops and 
webinars. Together with our partners in academia and business every year we ask about a thousand 
participants: How much startup is in your PhD? More: https://youngentrepreneursinscience.com  
 
FEMALE SCIENCE TALENTS promotes inclusive excellence and leadership in science and business. The 
project offers workshops, mentoring and networking opportunities to women with a strong scientific 
background to achieve their breakthrough towards a leadership position. More: https://falling- 
walls.com/female-science-talents/  
 
CREATIVE BUREAUCRACY FESTIVAL is the largest international festival of innovation in the public sector. It 
gathers innovators in the public sector from all levels and all fields of expertise and from all over the world. 
Every year over 400 speakers provide innovative solutions in countless fields of the public sector (the 
largest industry on the planet) and give an idea how inspiring and rewarding civil service can be. More: 
https://creativebureaucracy.org  
 
PARTNERS AND GOVERNANCE 
The Falling Walls Foundation is grateful to its many supporters. The non-profit charity under the German 
law is supported by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research, the Government of Berlin, the 
Robert Bosch Stiftung, the Museum für Naturkunde (Natural History), Berlin and PD (advisor to the public 
sector) as well as numerous acclaimed academic institutions, foundations, companies, and NGOs. More: 
www.falling-walls.com/foundation  
 
Board of Trustees: Prof. Jürgen Mlynek (Chairman, Former President Helmholtz Association)  

 

 


