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KEY RESULTS OF THE PLENARY TABLE

“THE FUTURE OF TRANSATLANTIC SCIENCE 
RELATIONS”

— From competition to complementarity: keep trust, talent and data 
moving when politics turns volatile.

Budget volatility, politicised agendas and shrinking access to critical data 
platforms threaten to fracture the transatlantic research ecosystem and stall 
progress on climate, women’s health and other global challenges. The panel’s 
answer: align Europe–US–Canada funding, defend academic freedom, move 
talent freely and let science’s own institutions lead when politics becomes 
unstable.

Transatlantic ties remain deep but fragile. The US still anchors global science, 
yet looming federal cuts and pressures on academic freedom threaten a “lost 
generation” of researchers. Europe and Canada are expanding collaboration 
through Horizon Europe, targeted talent programmes and new industry–re-
search hubs, while German and EU actors work on safeguards for open data 
and stronger evidence-to-policy links. The moment calls for complementarity, 
not rivalry.

THE PANEL CALL TO ACTION:

1 — Strengthen complementarity rather than competition.
Align research funding so that when one system faces cuts or political res-
triction, the others automatically pick up critical fields like climate, health or 
biodiversity, ensuring continuity instead of collapse. Maintain joint centres 
and shared infrastructures so scientific progress does not depend on a single 
country’s budget cycle.

2 — Defend academic freedom and rebuild public trust. 
Keep scientific results visible and understandable to citizens, for example by 
involving scientists directly in decision processes during crises and commu-
nicating findings in clear language rather than technical jargon. Protect open 
discourse by safeguarding access to critical research platforms and resisting 
attempts to restrict certain topics or vocabulary.

3 — Expand safe and frictionless talent mobility.
Protect and mobilise talent by widening refuge and fast-track chair program-
mes and by co-funding industry–university collaboration hubs that give young 
researchers stable positions and keep innovation moving when national sys-
tems face cuts or political pressure.

4 — Let scientists step up.
Strengthen the autonomous power of the scientific community by expanding 
cross-border research alliances, foundation-funded collaborations and insti-
tution-driven initiatives that continue even when governments shift. Science 
must remain a stabilising force when politics becomes volatile.

This event is supported by Max Planck Society and assembled in the framework of 
the Falling Walls Science Summit 2025 in Berlin. The Falling Walls Science Summit 
is a leading international, interdisciplinary, and intersectoral forum for scientific 
breakthroughs. It commemorates the fall of the Berlin Wall and aims to promote 
dialogue between science and society.
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