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KEY RESULTS OF THE ROUND TABLE

“60 YEARS OF ISRAELI–GERMAN SCIENCE  
DIPLOMACY: A ROLE MODEL?” 

— Six decades of Israeli–German scientific trust show why  
cooperation matters when geopolitics falter.

A long-built web of collaboration is entering a more complex phase, shaped by 
shifting geopolitics, divergent public debates and rising pressures on academic 
freedom across Europe. The panel argues that protecting this partnership as 
a living role model requires sustained openness, stronger support for young 
researchers, clearer educational foundations and practical formats that keep 
dialogue alive where politics is strained.

What began in the 1950s as cautious, person-to-person contact between 
scientists gradually evolved into institutional programmes, joint centres and 
innovation ecosystems. This laid the groundwork for today’s broad cooperation 
across different fields. The trajectory shows how trust built by researchers can 
precede, shape and sometimes even rescue formal diplomacy.

THE PANEL CALL TO ACTION:

1 — Keep scientific bridges open. 
Set clear rules that separate government criticism from collaboration with 
scholars, uphold non-boycott norms and provide support and safety measures 
for targeted researchers so culture-war dynamics do not fracture programmes 
that keep evidence-based cooperation alive.

2 — Reinvest in the people-to-institutions pipeline that made this 
partnership a model.
Expand early-career exchanges and joint centres with multi-year, crisis-proof 
funding that converts trusted personal ties into durable structures. Add low-
cost, high-participation formats to bring students, startups and researchers 
into practical co-creation.

3 — Close the science-society gap with factual literacy and balanced curricula.  
Integrate contemporary Israel – its history, complexity and role in global science 
– into German school and university teaching to correct current asymmetries, 
while keeping opinion clearly separated from evidence in academic communi-
cation.

4 — Extend science diplomacy from a bilateral success story to a regional bridge.
Use long-standing German–Israeli collaborations as anchors for multilateral 
projects with partners across Europe and the wider Middle East, including 
where political relations are fragile. Maintain and fund researcher-to-resear-
cher links and shared infrastructures in conflict-prone regions so that scientific 
cooperation can outlast crises and help keep channels for dialogue open.

This event is supported by the Hertie Foundation and assembled in the framework 
of the Falling Walls Science Summit 2025 in Berlin. The Falling Walls Science Sum-
mit is a leading international, interdisciplinary, and intersectoral forum for scientific 
breakthroughs. It commemorates the fall of the Berlin Wall and aims to promote 
dialogue between science and society.
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